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Join the fun as the City of Doraville opens 

the holiday season with the Mayor’s Annual 
Christmas Tree Lighting and holiday festivities 

on:  

Friday, Dec. 1 from 6:30-9 p.m.  

Come see the city’s beautiful new 18’ Christ-
mas tree in all its sparkling glory! The evening 
will be filled with music showcasing the city’s 
many cultures, ornament-making, firepits for 
making s’mores, a Panamanian marching 
band, Chinese yo-yo performers, a dazzling 
light show, mini-holiday movies, holiday cho-
rales, U.S. Marine Corps singers and much 
more!  Celebrate Santa’s dramatic entrance in 
a cavalcade of light and music. With the help 
of his trusty elves, the Jolly Old Elf will pose 
for photos with every youngster.  

The fun continues on Saturday, Dec. 2  
from 11 a.m. –3 p.m. with Santa’s 
workshop at the city library, a classic Mustang 
car display, story telling, arts and crafts, infor-
mational booths and other fun activities for all 
ages. Santa will be on hand once again to lis-
ten to youngsters whisper their Christmas 
wishes into his ear!  
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By Doraville Mayor Donna Pittman 

Two new 
four-color 
brochures 
have been 
created to 
help mar-
ket the 
city. The 
Discover 
Doraville 

brochure and Doraville Din-
ing Guide feature, respective-
ly, information about the city 
and the wide selection of din-
ing options in town. Copies 
are available at Doraville 
City Hall, Doraville Library 
and elsewhere throughout the 
city.   

Candidates for 
this year's open 
Doraville City 
Council seats  

The filing period for 
City Council seats up 
for election this year 
closed on Friday, Au-
gust  25.  

The list of certified 
candidates has been posted by the  
Office of the City Clerk: 

City Council, District 1 

           Robert Patrick   (Incumbent)      
           Stuart D. Anderson                     
           Dennis Eugene Chupp 
                              

City Council, District 2 

          Joseph Geierman 
          Tim Snyder 
          Joelann Peaches Toppin 

          

City Council, District 3 
          Lee Flier                         
          Stephe Koontz  
                 

City of Doraville General Election 
will be held Tuesday, November 7; 
7:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. at Doraville City 
Hall, 3725 Park Ave.  

 
Thank you to everyone who brought relief items for Houston and Florida residents to 
the Doraville Police Department (DPD) following the devastating Hurricanes Harvey 
and Irma. The city was well prepared for the tropical storm we experienced in Irma's 
wake and I would like to thank Public Works and the DPD for their clean-up efforts.   
You really helped show the country that Doraville cares! Also, thank you to all who 
helped raise funds for breast cancer research at this year's softball competition between 
Doraville and Dunwoody. 

As we move toward yearend, there are many activities worthy of your attention. In No-
vember, I encourage everyone to exercise their right to vote as we go to the ballot booth 
to select three district representatives for Doraville City Council. These are very im-
portant positions and your choices will help shape the city’s progress in the coming 
years. City Hall is the voting site from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Nov. 7.  

On Nov. 1, the Toys for Tots holiday campaign, coordinated by the U.S. Marine Corps, 
opens with bins at Doraville City Hall and other city government buildings. Unwrapped 
toys will be accepted until Dec. 8. And the Doraville Seniors will provide Thanksgiving 
dinner and all the fixings at their monthly luncheon on Nov. 8. 

And finally, one of my favorites, the annual Mayor’s Christmas Tree Lighting on Dec. 
1, followed by a day of holiday activities throughout the downtown area. Many new and 
exciting events are being planned as part of this two-day celebration that is being called 
Celebrate the Season. 

All of these activities are planned and produced to provide citizens an opportunity to get 
out, make new friends, socialize with your neighbors and get into the holiday spirit. 
Please join us!  

Gracias a todos los quienes trajeron artículos de ayuda para los residentes de Houston y 
Florida al Departamento de Policía de Doraville (DPD) luego de los huricanes devas-
tadores de Harvey e Irma. La ciudad estaba bien preparada para la tormenta tropical que 
experimentamos en la estela de Irma y me gustaría agradecer a Public Works y al DPD 
por sus esfuerzos de limpieza. ¡En serio,  ayudaste mostrar el país que a Doraville pone 
importancia en ellos!  Tambien, gracias a todos los que ayudaron a recaudar dinero para 
la investigación del cáncer de mama en la competencia de softbol de este año entre Do-
raville y Dunwoody. 

Como avanzamos hacia fin de año, hay muchas actividades que necesitan nuestras 
atenciónes. En noviembre, animo a todos a que ejerzan su derecho de votar y selec-
cionar a tres representantes del distrito para el Concejo Municipal de Doraville. Estos 
son puestos muy importantes y sus elecciones ayudarán a moldear el progreso de la ciu-
dad en los próximos años. City Hall es el sitio de votación desde las 7 a.m. hasta las 7 
p.m. el 7 de noviembre. 

El 1 de noviembre, la campaña de "Toys for Tots", coordinada por el Cuerpo de Ma-
rines de los EE. UU. se empieza con contenedores en el City Hall de Doraville y otros 
edificios del gobierno de la ciudad. Los juguetes no envueltos serán aceptados hasta el 8 
de diciembre. Y "Doraville Seniors" ofrecerá la cena de Acción de Gracias en su al-
muerzo mensual el 8 de noviembre. 

Y, por último, uno de mis favoritos, el iluminacion del Árbol de Navidad es el 1 de dic-
iembre, seguido de un día de actividades festivas en todo el centro de la ciudad. Se están 
planeando muchos eventos nuevos y emocionantes como parte de esta celebración de 
dos días que se llama "Celebra la Temporada". 

Todas de estas actividades están planificadas y producidas para dar a los ciudadanos la 
oportunidad de salir, hacer nuevos amigos, socializar con sus vecinos y adentrarse en el 
espíritu navideño. ¡Por favor únete a nosotros! 
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Eye on Excellence 

Early in my career, I had a mentor tell me no one is ever perfect but you should al-
ways strive for excellence. At the time, I passed the advice off as just semantics of 
words; surely both words mean the same thing. As time went on and I got my first city 
manager job, I was determined we were going to be “the perfect” city!  But now more 
learnt with experience, I have come to understand the wisdom of my mentor’s advice 
and its relevance to achieving a city’s vision. 

No city can ever be perfect, but we can strive for excellence. Striving for perfection 
makes one afraid to problem solve for fear of making a mistake. Trying to be perfect 
holds back innovative thinking and working collaboratively. On the other hand, striv-
ing for excellence means sharing common goals, working to continuously improve, 
and honoring the past while forging into a future of opportunities. 

Recently, within the city, we are setting up cross department teams, revamping some 
of our internal processes and we are setting collective performance standards to be 
more proactive and responsive. Doraville city staff have our eye on excellence from 
ensuring good customer service at the permit counter to how we will pave pot holes. 

Lastly, you may have noticed that I changed the tag for the City Manager’s column in 
our quarterly newsletter to “Inside View,” because I hope to bring the public inside 
City Hall and us out to the public. One small initiative to accomplish this is in each 
edition of Insight we will share with you information you may have always wanted to 
know but didn’t want to be the one to ask the question. Check out the new column 
(left) entitled Say What? 

By Regina Williams-Gates 

 I know to call Doraville Ani-
mal Control for problems 
with live animals, but what if 
I see a deceased animal on 
the street? 

It is regrettable when we see any 
formerly live creature, be it a domes-
tic pet or an untamed animal like a 
deer, squirrel, etc. Unfortunately, if 
you have or see an animal on private 
property, it is the property owner’s 
responsibility to arrange for disposal 
of the animal. 

If the animal is in the public right-
of-way (streets, sidewalks, so forth), 
call City Maintenance at 770-936-
3855.  

Please do not call Animal Control as 
our one Animal Control Officer is 
tasked to focus on the handling of 
problems with live domestic ani-
mals. Maintenance will pick the ani-
mal up and ensure it is disposed of in 
a proper and humane manner. 

 

 What is the City of Do-
raville’s fiscal year? 

The city operates on a July 1 to June 
30 fiscal year cycle. Often you will 
see reference to FYE, which means 
Fiscal Year End. 

For example, the current fiscal year 
started July, 2017 and will end June 
30, 2018; therefore, it is often re-
ferred to as FYE-2018. 

 

Do you have a question but don’t 
know where to go to get an answer? 
Send your query to Bob Kelley at:  

robert.kelley@doravillega.us  

and it will be answered in the next 
issue of Insight or, if it is a pressing 
matter, a response will be sent di-
rectly to your email address. 

Ojo a la excelencia 

Al principio de mi carrera, tuve un mentor que me dijo que nadie es perfecto, pero 
siempre debes esforzarte por la excelencia. En ese momento, pasé el consejo como solo 
una semántica de palabras; seguramente ambas palabras significan lo mismo. A medida 
que pasaba el tiempo y conseguí mi primer trabajo de administrador de la ciudad, 
¡estaba decidido a ser la ciudad "perfecta"! Pero ahora, más informado con la experi-
encia, he llegado a comprender la sabiduría de los consejos de mi mentor y su relevan-
cia para lograr la visión de una ciudad. 

Ninguna ciudad puede ser perfecta, pero podemos luchar por la excelencia. Luchar por 
la perfección hace que uno tenga miedo a la resolución de problemas por temor a come-
ter un error. Tratar de ser perfecto retiene el pensamiento innovador y trabaja en 
colaboración. Por otro lado, luchar por la excelencia significa compartir objetivos co-
munes, trabajar para mejorar continuamente y honrar el pasado mientras se forja en un 
futuro de oportunidades. 

Recientemente, dentro de la ciudad, estamos estableciendo equipos de departamentos 
cruzados, renovando algunos de nuestros procesos internos y estamos estableciendo 
estándares de desempeño colectivo para ser más proactivos y receptivos. El personal de 
la ciudad de Doraville tiene nuestro ojo puesto en la excelencia para garantizar un buen 
servicio al cliente en el mostrador de permisos de cómo vamos a allanar los baches. 

Por último, puede haber notado que cambié la etiqueta para la columna del Administra-
dor de la Ciudad en nuestro boletín trimestral a "Vista interior", porque espero llevar al 
público al interior del Ayuntamiento y a nosotros al público. Una pequeña iniciativa 
para lograr esto es que en cada edición de Insight compartiremos con usted información 
que siempre quiso saber pero que no quiso ser la que hizo la pregunta. Consulte la nue-
va columna (izquierda) titulada ¿Qué dice? 
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City making progress on new 
traffic calming projects 

In 2016, Doraville City Council iden-
tified in its long-range capital plan 
three traffic calming projects on the 
heavily-traveled streets of Oakcliff, 
Chestnut and Winter’s Chapel Road.  

Developed first in Europe, “traffic 
calming” (a direct translation of the 
German “vekehrsberuhigung) is a 
system of design strategies that aim 
to balance traffic on streets to control 
vehicle volume and speed, promote 
safety and encourage pedestrian 
walkability, bicycle travel and 
streetscape beautification. One traffic 
calming method being used in Do-
raville is extensions between the 
sidewalks and streets that jog from 
one side of the street to the other and 
middle of the street islands. 

In an issue of Insight late last year, an 
article outlined the traffic calming 
plan for Winters Chapel road. Now, 
the city has completed the first phase 
of the Oakcliff portion of the project. 
Once receiving the bids on this pro-
ject, it had to be divided into further 
phases to match the available funds. 
Improvements and replacements to 
existing sidewalks will come in the 
later phase of the Oakcliff project. 

Anyone driving down Oakcliff Road 

lately has no doubt noticed the plan 
to eliminate 18-wheel trucks and traf-
fic violators traveling daily down this 
major “cut-through.” 

The project, completed in September, 
was done as a preventative measure, 
based on a collection of comments 
and complaints from residents sub-
mitted to Doraville City Council 
members. Components of the project 
include nearly a mile of improve-
ments; a bioswale; center median 
islands; chicanes; new traffic strip-
ping; signs for traffic calming and 
pedestrian warnings; and a large, 
lighted Doraville gateway arch on the 
eastern end of Oakcliff. Planted in the 
chicanes, medians and bump-outs are 
a variety of trees that will provide 
colorful fall foliage including oak, 
cherry, maple, Chinese pistachio and 
bald cypress.  

“One of the purposes of this redesign 
was to physically restrict illegal traf-
fic (18-wheelers,) from wanting to 
travel down Oakcliff as a cut-through 
to Buford Highway and I-285.” says 
Enrique Bascuñana, Doraville’s Di-
rector of Community Development.  
“It was also designed to discourage 
speeders and people who fail to come 

City Hall (770) 451-8745 
Police Dept.  (770) 455-1000 
Emergency 911 
Code Compliance (678) 530-
2006 
Jail (770) 455-1716 
Fire Dept. 911 
Parks/Recreation Dept. 
(770) 936-3850 
Library (770) 936-3852 
Public Works (770) 936-3855 
Courthouse  (770) 455-1001 

to a complete stop at stop signs or 
the stoplight at Oakcliff and Pin Oak.  
This will also cut down on wear and 
tear on the street and reduce the 
amount of pollutant emissions that 
emanate from the trucks and at the 
same time help improve stormwater 
drainage in the area.” 

Two features that some may not be 
familiar with are chicanes and bios-
wales. A chicane is a small built-in 
bump-out into the road. These force 
drivers to travel for a short stretch in 
a zig-zag fashion. They have proven 
successful in reducing oversized ve-
hicle traffic and encouraging drivers 
to slow down. 

A bioswale is a buried drainage sys-
tem that visually looks like a linear 
garden along the street. It allows wa-
ter to drain through soil to a buried 
perforated water pipe that would al-
low drained water to seep into the 
ground. This is a proven, popular 
stormwater mitigation method. 

 “Implementation of these tactics 
will help protect the neighborhoods, 
as the region grows and phone appli-
cations such as Waze redirect drivers 
through Oakcliff to avoid traffic on 
I-285,” adds Bascuñana. 

The timeline and cost of each of 
these projects differ depending on 
the street size and design and will 
take several years to complete all 
three projects. Plans for Chestnut 
will be discussed in an upcoming 
issue of Insight. 
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In late September, the 

Mayor and City Council 
joined the other cities in 
DeKalb County and ap-
proved placing on the 
November 7 ballot a 
Special Purpose Local 
Option Sales Tax 
(SPLOST) referendum 
for consideration by the 
Doraville voters. The 
referendum asks voters 
two questions.   

To be informed, voters 
in Doraville may find it helpful to 
review the referendum language and 
seek any additional information be-
fore going to vote.  The actual ballot 
language is available on the City of 
Doraville website at  
www.doravillega.us.  Below are fre-
quently asked questions to begin your 
research. 

What is SPLOST? 

The SPLOST is a one-cent tax added 
to items at the time of sale.  However, 
some items are excluded from the tax 
such as food. 

   

Is SPLOST a tax on my real estate 
property? 

No. 

 

How long will the SPLOST last? 

The cities and DeKalb County have 
entered into an intergovernmental 
agreement that will create a six (6) 
year SPLOST, if approved by the vot-
ers. 

 

How much money will the City of 
Doraville receive if the SPLOST is 
approved? 

The revenue collected from this one- 
cent tax in DeKalb County will be 
split among the county and cities. The 
City of Doraville is scheduled to re-
ceive 1.48% of the SPLOST revenue 
collected within DeKalb County. It is 
estimated that over six years, Do-
raville would receive approximately 
$9.5 million. 

How was the revenue split decid-
ed? 

Each city will receive a proportion-
ate share based on its population 
determined by the 2016 U.S. Cen-
sus.  The county will receive reve-
nues for the unincorporated areas of 
the county.  Doraville’s population 
at the time of the census was 10,501 
which is 1.48% of the total DeKalb 
County population.  While the Do-
raville population or other cities’ 
populations may change (up or 
down), the 2016 figures will contin-
ue to be used for the entire six years. 

 

What can the SPLOST funds be 
spent on? 

The Georgia State General Assem-
bly passed and the Governor signed 
legislation that requires if the voters 
throughout DeKalb County approve 
the SPLOST, it must be spent on 
transportation and/or public safety 
capital projects.  The only exception 
is that no more than 15% may be 
used for repairs of existing capital 
outlay.  Revenue may not be used to 
build governmental facilities, such 
as city halls. 

 

Does Doraville have a specific list 
of projects for which SPLOST 
revenue would be spent? 

Eighty-five percent (85%) of the 
revenue would be spent on transpor-
tation projects.  The city has identi-
fied three primary categories of 
transportation projects throughout 

Doraville. The three categories are: 

1) Road resurfacing and rehabilitation 
of drainage systems;  

2) Pedestrian and bicycle paths which 
includes sidewalks, streetscapes and 
multi-use trail projects, and  

3) Traffic calming projects.  Fifteen 
percent (15%) of the funds would be 
spent on public safety facilities and 
repairs to existing capital outlay. 

  

What is the second question on the 
referendum ballot? 

Another referendum on the ballot will 
ask voters to change the Homestead 
Option Sales Tax (HOST). If a major-
ity of voters approve this item, the 
HOST will be replaced with an 
EHOST (equalized HOST). The pur-
pose of the EHOST is to use the 
HOST funds to provide equal tax re-
lief to residents with a homestead 
exemption in cities and the county.  

 

Do the two ballot questions impact 
one another? 

Yes.  Voters will vote on whether to 
approve a SPLOST and whether to 
suspend HOST and replace it with 
EHOST.  Both SPLOST and EHOST 
were put on the ballot together and to 
be enacted into law both must be 
passed. If one measure passes and the 
other does not, then both fail.  
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There’s always 
something go-

ing on in  

Doraville! 

Clockwise from upper left: Students and staff “officially” dedicate the Tapestry Public Charter School in September in the 
old Northwoods Elementary building; a few buildings were damaged by tropical storm Irma such as the façade to Doraville 
landmark Angler’s Corner; “blessing of the dogs” is always a popular event at the annual Dog Dayz at Church of the New 
Covenant; DPD Chief John King accepts a donation for $6,500 from Jim Ellis Automotive Group presented by Ellis family 
members Wesley Ellis and Stacy Ellis-Hodges. The donation will be used for traffic safety equipment; The PawStand donat-
ed a new K-9 police vest to the DPD at their anniversary celebration; a public health fair was held at Bernard Halpern Park 
on September 9, coordinated by the Masjid At-Taqwa, the City of Doraville and the Doraville Police Department; residents 
attended a free “active shooter” safety seminar hosted by Northwoods Neighborhood Watch. The speaker was Det. J.K. 
Walker from Homeland Security/Emergency Management for DeKalb County.   
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More fun memories captured at 
the Doraville Police Department’s 
National Night Out on August 1 
held near the Buford Highway 
Farmer’s Market. 
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I Care Atlanta, DPD team leads relief ef-
forts to storm victims in Texas, Florida 
In a hurricane season that has produced 
monster continental U.S. disasters like 
Harvey and Irma, residents of Doraville 
and surrounding communities have done 
what they always do best in a crisis…step 
up to the plate.  

Thanks to the outpouring of generosity 
from local citizens, trailers full of donat-
ed supplies ranging from water, canned 
goods and pallets of beef to clothing, 
toiletries and other survival needs were 
delivered personally to stricken southern 
states Texas and Florida. Leading this 
effort locally were representatives from 
the Doraville Police Department (DPD), 
under the direction of Assistant Chief 
Chuck Atkinson, and local charity I Care 
Atlanta, Inc., led by Anthony DelGado. 
DelGado was recently asked to recall his 
memories of the relief effort. 

“Our first trip was to Texas,” recalls Del-
Gado. “Buckhead Beef, who specializes 

in portion control cut steaks and stocks 
one of the largest inventories of aged 
beef in the United States, contacted me to 
say they had 10 pallets of beef, chicken, 
chicken breasts, thighs, wings, strips, 
hamburger paddies, steaks, ribs, salmon,  
and pork chops they were donating to the 
Houston hurricane victims. We loaded 
their generous donation into our refriger-
ated truck and in other trailers we placed 
donated items such as canned goods, toi-
letries, hygiene supplies, pet food, first 
aid supplies (to treat small injuries, infec-
tions and side effects of contamination), 
and cleaning supplies such as bleach, 
diapers, clothing clean water.” 

The I Care Atlanta trucks, along with a 
DPD trailer filled with donated items, 
then headed to the Houston area. “I 
would like to commend the community 
for helping us gather supplies from every 
neighborhood for Houston,” says DPD 
Chief John King. “People were coming 

by the department parking lot 24 hours 
a day, dropping off donations.”  Local 
businesses such as Crescent Mortgage, 
Third Rail Movie Studio, and Jim Ellis 
Automotive Group also provided finan-
cial donations to assist in the effort.  

Arriving in Houston, according to Del-
Gado, some of the refrigerated meat 
was dropped off at agencies that had 
freezer capacity and could serve the 
food as needed and in some places the 
food was cooked by church groups in 
parking lot staging areas and handed out 
directly to storm victims. The  dry bulk 
items were broken down and bagged 
and handed out to those in need. 

“Our staging area was at the Presbyteri-
an Church in Kingwood, Texas, outside 
of Houston,” says DelGado. “This was 
one of the worse hit areas. Churches--all 
sizes and denominations, synagogues, 
mosques—were all helping out. It was 

surprising to see how 
everyone worked to-
gether. Kingwood is a 
small area and, at the 
time, we did not see 
anyone from the city 
out there such as     
FEMA or news crews. 
Some of the homes, 
cars, etc., were still 
under water.”  

The medical and clean-
ing supplies were help-
ful to have on hand. 
“Because of the con-

taminated water everywhere, we had to 
wear masks, two pair of gloves, boots, 
and goggles if we were working in 
flooded area,” DelGado continues. 
“Everything you would touch would be 
contaminated by the flood waters. Peo-
ple were getting sick from the wa-
ter…there were medical vans on site to 
treat effects from water contamination. 
They were giving people shots. That 
was a little unnerving to me. I would 
often wash my hands throughout the 
day because of fear of contamination 
from the water. 

“Clothes and personal items, furniture, 
everything was all out on the street, 
house after house. The most comforting 
thing was that people—victims and res-
cue workers—were all working togeth-
er,  there was no pushing or shoving, 
everyone was considerate and apprecia-
tive of what we brought them. Everyone 

waited their turn. People were literally 
sleeping in parking lots, having lost eve-
rything. Their cars  had been flooded, so 
people couldn’t even sleep in their car. 
They couldn’t believe folks all the way 
from Doraville would come help them.” 

No sooner had the group returned to Do-
raville, then Irma invaded Florida. It was 
deja vous as the DPD and I Care Atlanta  
regrouped to head to Florida. Once again, 
Buckhead Beef provided beef and chick-
en, citizens brought more supplies and the 
relief effort duplicated itself in the week 
or so the group stayed in Florida.  

“We went to the Guadalupe Center in 
Immokalee, Collier County, Florida,” 
says Chief King. “This was one of the 
areas hardest hit by Irma. The area was in 
desperate need of donations since it is a 
lower income immigrant area and was 
still without power. The people wel-
comed us with smiles and hugs and were 
incredibly thankful. They said that every-
thing we donated would be gone by the 
end of the next day and everything they 
had already collected would be gone in 
two days. It was heartbreaking, but uplift-
ing for sure.” 

Some have asked if the two relief efforts 
created a void for I Care Atlanta’s regular 
ongoing help to  their local Doraville cli-
entele. “The effort tapped out my budget, 
but no local services were affected,” 
notes DelGado. “We are still running full 
staff in Doraville, 100 percent. The trips, 
fuel cost, truck expenses all cut into my 
budgeted funds, but people are still com-
ing to our Doraville facility for food and 
clothing, just as they always have.”  
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Consider these local agencies for your charitable dollars 
Editor’s Note: Heading into the holiday 
season, a time for canned food drives 
and toy donations, it seemed like a good 
time to re-share information on two 
local charities who do so much for those 
in need in Doraville and surrounding 
communities. These agencies provide 
not only valuable educational services, 
but everyday necessities such as food 
and clothing for our less fortunate 
neighbors.  

I Will Survive, Inc. 

From the turmoil of 
fighting in Iraq to deal-
ing with the loss of a 
loved one, Anisa Palmer 
continues to utilize her 
strong survival instincts 
learned in the military 
by helping others in her 
own community. Her 
non-profit agency, fo-

cused primarily on wom-
en with breast cancer, is aptly named I 
Will Survive, Inc., and is headquartered in 
Doraville at 5879 New Peachtree Road.  

Palmer did two deployments to Iraq as a 
military intelligence supply sergeant with 
the U.S. Army’s 82nd Airborne Division. 
“My mother lost her battle with breast 
cancer at 38 and I decided to take my in-
stinct for survival and combine it with the 
memory of my mother to help others to 
survive this terrible disease,” says Palmer.  

“When women, especially women who 
may be unemployed or lacking insurance, 
receive a breast cancer diagnosis, a multi-
tude of questions immediately run through 
their mind: ‘How will I survive this?’ 
‘What if I don’t make it?’ ‘How am I go-
ing to pay my rent or feed my family?’ 
This can create stress and tension not un-
like post-traumatic stress disorders suf-
fered by military personnel.” 

Surviving this kind of diagnosis on a day-
to-day basis and dealing with long term 
sustainability is the core mission of I Will 
Survive. The organization provides more 
than just hope for the present; it provides 
a positive future by focusing on educating 
beyond surviving.  

“We provide gas cards to help women 
travel to and from health care facilities,” 
Palmer adds. “And we help them pay util-
ity bills or arrange for food for their fami-
ly. This helps reduce the stress that can 
fuel the cancer tumors.”  Other stress re-
lievers provided may include care packag-
es with all natural products, or assistance 

in paying for mammograms and other 
health services. 

From an educational awareness stand-
point, the agency helps educate the 
community on prevention of breast can-
cer by promoting the importance of 
eating healthy, exercising regularly, 
reducing stress, not smoking, reducing 
alcohol intake and remaining positive.  

“For health and wellness, we deal solely 
with survivors immediately after they 
have been diagnosed, until they are no 
longer in need of our services,” Palmer 
continues. “We pay their registration 
fees for workshops and motivational 
lectures pertaining to their particular 
situation.” 

As a tax-exempt 501 (c) (3) nonprofit, 
money is always a concern.  

If you want to make a donation or know 
more about I Will Survive, visit their 
website at www.iwillsurviveinc.org or 
contact Anisa Palmer at 404-483-8503. 
All donations are tax deductible. Checks 
can be made out to I Will Survive, Inc. 
and mailed to 5879 New Peachtree 
Road, Ste. D, Doraville, GA 30340. 
Credit/debit donations can be made di-
rectly through links on their website. 

I Care Atlanta, Inc. 

Since 2006, I Care Atlanta Inc., formerly 
known as My Brother’s Keepers Reach-
ing Out Inc., 
has been de-
voted to stabi-
lizing lives by 
helping disad-
vantaged fam-
ilies in the 
metro Atlanta 
area through the dis-
tribution of groceries, cooked foods and 
donated clothing. The group offers as-
sistance to a wide landscape of humani-
ty including senior citizens, veterans, 
displaced workers, the hungry, people 
with disabilities and those in crisis/
emergency situations.  

“We are primarily considered a food 
bank/pantry and our services are provid-
ed both in-house as well as in the com-
munity through our mobile food pan-
try,” notes Anthony Delgado, who oper-
ates the agency. “We average helping 
about 500 families a month, giving 
them 2-3 month’s supply of food at a 
time. This translates to over 4,000 indi-
viduals annually.” 

Recipients of I Care Atlanta’s assistance 
include area families living in the 30341, 
30340, 30338, 30084, and 30345 zip code 
zones. Help is also provided to worthy 
organizations such as Atlanta Mission, 
Norcross Co-op, Dream Center, Cross-
Cultural Ministries and the Vietnam Vet-
erans Alliance.  

Boxed food and an array of bread and 
pastry items are stored on cramped rows 
of shelves and meat items are kept in a 
handful of freezers at the New Peachtree 
offices.  “We get donated food, nearing 
expiration date, from local supermarkets 
like Publix and Kroger’s who are ex-
tremely generous,” said Delgado. “Our 
main expense, for which we constantly 
need funding, is for operational costs and 
canned food items.”  

Others who regularly provide food for the 
group’s pantry include Red Lobster, Ol-
ive Garden, Cheesecake Factory, 
Chipotle, Starbucks and The Fresh Mar-
ket.  

In another section of the I Care Atlanta 
facility, clothing donations that have been 
cleaned and mended are stacked neatly or 
hung on racks to offer easy browsing. 
Clothing donations are always welcomed.  

Additionally they provide links to re-
sources that will result in self-sufficiency 
and the ability to earn a living wage such 
as teaching General Educational Develop-
ment (G.E.D.) classes to help people earn 
their high school diploma, adult basic 
education classes, English as a second 
language classes, sessions to prepare resi-
dents for citizenship, and help with job 
placement and training.  

Through their GED Training Center, the 
agency offers one-on-one mentoring to 
homeless individuals. Donations of books 
and supplies are always needed to help 
expand their training programs. Accord-
ing to Delgado, the agency assists with 
computer training and job searches that 
allow adults to update resumes, apply 
online for jobs and expand their computer 
knowledge. 

I Care Atlanta is an official 501(c)3 non-
profit organization and they rely on dona-
tions from businesses and the public. 

To make a tax-deductible donation to 
help I Care Atlanta Inc., visit their web-

site at www.icareatlanta.org and donate 
online or drop clothing or a check off at 

the New Peachtree Road location, paya-
ble to I Care Atlanta. 

Palmer 

Delgado 
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For the second consecutive year, Doraville city employees’ softball team, the 
Free Birds, challenged the Dunwoody city employee team, the Dunwoody 
Force, to a benefit ball game October 20, at Honeysuckle Park.  

A fund-raising raffle drawing was held at the game for a Big Green Egg® grill 
package (valued at $900) and gift card prizes.  

All proceeds from the raffle will go to I Will Survive, Inc., 5879 New 
Peachtree Road, a local non-profit agency for breast cancer survivors operated 
by military veteran Anisa Palmer. Palmer, who did two deployments in Iraq 
for the U.S. Army’s 82nd Airborne Division, created the agency in memory of 
her mother, who lost a battle with cancer at age 38, and to help others strug-
gling with the disease. 

The agency’s work is divided into three major components: surviving finan-
cial assistance; surviving educational awareness; and health and wellness sur-
vivorship. For more information about this worthwhile charity, visit their web-
site at www.iwillsurviveinc.org. All donations are tax deductible. 

Last year, the competition between the two teams, led by Doraville Mayor 
Donna Pittman and Dunwoody Mayor Dennis Shortal, raised $3,000 for I Will 
Survive. Doraville won the game 18-5. This year, $3,200+ was raised in the 
raffle and Doraville was victorious once again, winning the game 17-7.  

In addition to Big Green Egg, other sponsors for the event included The Brass 
Tap Draft Beer Bar, Wild Wing Café and Coaxum’s Seafood Restaurant. 

 

2nd annual Doraville/Dunwoody 
benefit softball game raises $3,200+ 
for breast cancer research  

A fun year of activities for Do-
raville residents continues with 
these fall and winter activities. 
More details for each event will be 
communicated to residents as de-
tails become available. 

Fall 

 November 1 Doraville Toys for Tots 
holiday campaign by the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps. Bins at City Hall, DPD 
station, unwrapped toys accepted 

until Dec. 8 

 November 1 Plan-
ning Commission meet-
ing, City Hall, 6 p.m. 

 November 7 Elec-
tion Day, vote at City 

Hall 7 a.m.-7 p.m. 

 November 8  Doraville Seniors 
Thanksgiving gathering, noon, Civic 
Center 

 November 13 Final City Council 
meeting for 
2017, 6:30 p.m. 
City Hall 

 November 23-
24 Thanksgiv-
ing. All city 
offices closed 
except for emergency services 

Winter 

 December 1-2—Mayor’s Annual 
Christmas Tree Lighting and holiday 
activities 

 December 6 Planning Commission 
meeting, City Hall, 6 p.m. 

 December 13 Doraville Seniors 
Thanksgiving gathering, noon, Civic 
Center. Bring children’s story books 

to be donated to 
Cary Reynolds 
Elementary 

 December 25 
Christmas Day. All 
city offices closed 

except for emergency services 

 January 1, 2018 New Year’s Day. 
All city offices closed except for 
emergency services 
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October 

Family Storytime (ages 5-9 yrs) — Our 
evening storytime is a fun-filled hour of 
stories, songs, and games. We will also 
make a cool craft. Something fun for the 
whole family! Tuesdays, 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

Pre-school Storytime Adventures (ages 
2-5 yrs) — Wednesday mornings are so 
much fun at the library. We read stories, 
sing songs, play games and make crafts. 
Wednesdays, 10:30 - 11:30 a.m. 

ESL— English as Second Language 
(ages 18+) – Free English classes are held 
each week at our library. The focus is 
basic English conversation. Led by volun-
teers from 
Literacy 
Atlanta, this 
class is an 
excellent 
resource for 
those who 
want to 
learn or 
improve 
their lan-
guage 
skills. No registration required. Saturdays, 
Noon - 1:30 p.m. 

Friends of the Doraville Library Meet-
ing – Join our Friends group and make a 
difference by volunteering at the library! 
Saturday, October 7, 10:30 a.m. - Noon 

Family Jeopardy (ages 9-14 yrs) — Do 
you love Jeopardy? Stop by the library 
during fall break and give it a try! We'll 
play the game just like on TV. Prizes will 
be awarded. Saturday, October 7, 2:00 -
4:00 p.m. 

Senior Bingo (ages 55+) — Grab a friend 
and come to the library to play a few 
rounds of Bingo. Prizes will be awarded. 
No registration required. Thursday, Octo-
ber 12, 2:00 -3:00 p.m. 

American Short Stories Discussion 
Group (ages 18+) – Why not join our 
monthly book club? Each month we read 
a short story taken from classic American 
literature. The group meets the second 
Saturday of each month. Coffee and re-
freshments will be served. The selection 
for October is The Old Order by Kathe-
rine Anne Porter. Copies are available at 
the circulation desk. No registration re-
quired. Saturday, October 14, 10:30 -
11:30 a.m. 

Coloring – It’s not just for kids anymore! 
(ages 18+) – Come to the library for a 
relaxing afternoon of coloring. We have a 
wonderful variety of coloring books to 
choose from. See why these beautiful and 

intricate designs are all the rage. Mate-
rials and light refreshments will be 
served. No registration required. Thurs-
day, October 19, 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. 

Friends of the Doraville Library 
Book Sale - Mark your calendars now 
for the annual Friends of the Doraville 
Library Book Sale. There’s a great se-
lection of adult and children’s books. 
Come early! Saturday, October 21, 
10:30 a.m. — 3:30 p.m. 

November 

Family Storytime (ages 5-9 yrs) – Our 
evening storytime is a fun-filled hour of 
stories, songs and games. We will also 

make a cool craft. Something fun for 
the whole family! Tuesdays, 6:30- 7:30 
p.m. 

Pre-school Storytime Adventures 
(ages 2-5 yrs) – We read stories, sing 
songs, play games and make crafts. 
Wednesdays, 10:30 -11:30 a.m. 

ESL- English as Second Language 
(ages 18+) – Free English classes are 
held each week at our library. The focus 
is basic English conversation. Led by 
volunteers from Literacy Atlanta, this 
class is an excellent resource for those 
who want to learn or improve their lan-
guage skills. No registration required. 
Saturdays, Noon -1:30 p.m. 

Friends of the Doraville Library 
Meeting – Join our friends group and 
make a difference by volunteering at 
the library! Saturday, November 4, 
10:30 -11:30 a.m. 

Senior Bingo (ages 55+) - Grab a 
friend and come to the library to play a 
few rounds of Bingo. Prizes will be 
awarded. No registration required. 
Thursday, November 9, 2:00 -3:00 p.m. 

American Short Stories Discussion 
Group (ages 18+) – Why not join our 
monthly book club? Each month we 
read a short story taken from classic 
American literature. The group meets 
the second Saturday of each month. 
Coffee and refreshments will be served. 

The selection for November is John In-
glefield’s Thanksgiving by Nathaniel 
Hawthorne. No registration required. 
Saturday Nov. 11 10:30 -11:30 a.m. 

Coloring – It’s not just for kids anymore! 
(ages 18+) – Come to the library for a 
relaxing afternoon of coloring. We have a 
wonderful variety of coloring books to 
choose from. See why these beautiful and 
intricate designs are all the rage. Materi-
als and light refreshments will be served. 
No registration required. Thursday, No-
vember 16, 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. 

Jeffini Holiday Magic Show- The Great 
Jeffini will dazzle and amaze with his 
mind-blowing tricks. Grab the entire 

family and come 
early for a good 
seat. Saturday, No-
vember 18, 1:00 -
2:00 p.m. 

December 

ESL- English as 
Second Language 
(ages 18+) – Free 
English classes are 

held each week at our library. The focus 
is basic English conversation. Led by 
volunteers from Literacy Atlanta, this 
class is an excellent resource for those 
who want to learn or improve their lan-
guage skills. No registration required. 
Saturdays, Noon -1:30 p.m. 

Santa’s Saturday Workshop – Get the 
whole family together and come to the 
library for some holiday fun. We’ll sneak 
into Santa’s workshop and see what’s up! 
Saturday, Dec. 2,  11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

American Short Stories Discussion 
Group (ages 18+) – Why not join our 
monthly book club? Each month we read 
a short story taken from classic American 
literature. The group meets the second 
Saturday of each month. Coffee and re-
freshments will be served. The selection 
for December is Old Folks’ Christmas by 
Ring Lardner. No registration required. 
Saturday, December 9, 10:30 -11:30 a.m. 

Senior Bingo (ages 55+) - Grab a friend 
and come to the library to play a few 
rounds of Bingo. Prizes will be awarded. 
No registration required. Thursday, De-
cember 14, 2:00 -3:00 p.m. 

Coloring –  (ages 18+) – Come to the 
library for a relaxing afternoon of color-
ing. We have a wonderful variety of col-
oring books to choose from. Materials 
and light refreshments will be served. No 
registration required. Thursday, Decem-
ber 21, 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. 

3748 Park Avenue 
(770) 936-3852 



 

The City Manager, Mayor and City 
Council are there to serve all citizens.  
Keep the list below handy to contact 
these city government staff members: 
 
Interim City Manager Regina Gates 
regina.gates@doravillega.us  
Mayor Donna Pittman 
donna.pittman@doravillega.us 
 
Council District 1 
Pam Fleming 
pam.fleming@doravillega.us 
Robert Patrick 
robert.patrick@doravillega.us 
 
Council District 2 
Md A. Naser 
md.naser@doravillega.us 
Dawn O’Connor 
dawn.oconnor@doravillega.us 
 
Council District 3 
Shannon Hillard 
shannon.hillard@doravillega.us 
Sharon Spangler 
sharon.spangler@doravillega.us 

Your City Leaders... 
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3725 Park Avenue 

Doraville, GA 30340 

From funnel cakes to helicopters, dunk tanks to kids “coloring with cops,” hundreds of people from Doraville and surround-
ing communities participated in the annual National Night Out for Crime (NNO) held August 1 on the Buford Highway 
Farmers Market parking lot. Official estimates put the crowd at 500+ during the course of the four-hour event. A special 
thanks to DPD Chief John King, the entire DPD force and staff, and the two officers helping coordinate the event---Capt. 
T.K. Gordon and Officer Christopher Justice---for producing such a successful event. NNO has been traditionally held the 
first Tuesday in August across America for three decades and offers local law enforcement and emergency safety personnel 
the opportunity to bond with local residents and offer safety tips on keeping neighborhoods safe. 

Going! Going! Gone! 


